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THE 
FIRST REPORT 


FROM THE 


Committee of Secrecy. 


By the Lords Committees appointed a Com- 
mittee to inſpe& the Report and Original 
Papers, and the Book ſealed up in a Bag, 
delivered on Monday the 19th of May 


laſt by a Meſſage from the Commons. 


ORDERED TO REPORT. 


HAT the Committee have met, and, having 
carefully compared the ſaid Report with the 
original papers referred to them, have come to an 
unanimous reſolution immediately to report to your 
Lordſhips, that they are ſatisfied and convinced, by 
the evidence contained in theſe papers, that a trai- 
torous conſpiracy hath been formed, and acts done 
in purſuance thereof, by certain Societies and per- 
ſons in different parts of the kingdom, for the ſub- 
verſion of the eſtabliſhed laws and conſtitution, and 
the introduction of that ſyſtem of anarchy and 
confuſion which has fatally prevailed in France. 


The ſame evidence contains ſtrong indications 
that meaſures have been recently taken, and are ſtill 


continuing, for providing arms of the moſt per- 
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nicious ſort to be diſtributed amongſt the favourers 
of this conſpiracy, for effectuating, by open force, 
the purpoſes for which they have conſpired. The 
Committee have therefore thought it their duty to 
continue the further examination of the matters 
referred to them, and to ſubmit to the conſideration 
of the Houſe, whether it may not be proper that 
they ſhould be empowered to ſend for perſons and 
papers, and to receive ſuch communications as ma 
be made to them by his Majeſty's orders, or by the 
Committee of Secrecy appointed by the Houſe of 
Commons; whoſe vigilance and activity in providing 
for the public ſafety, cannot fail to excite a propor- 
tionable zeal and emulation in your Lordſhips for 
deteCting this ſcene of iniquity, and thereby avert- 
ing the calamities in which the further progreſs of 
ſuch a conſpiracy might have involved the nation. 
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THE 


SECOND REPORT, 
Sc. Oc. | 


By the Lords Committees appointed a 
Committee to inſpect the Report and 
Original Papers, and the Book ſealed 
up in a Bag, delivered on Monday the 


19th of May laſt by a Meſſage from 
the Commons. 


ORDERED TO REPORT. 


HAT your Committee has proceeded in the far- 

ther examination of the books and papers re- 
ferred to them; and, in purſuance of the powers 
given to them by the Houſe, have alſo taken under 


their conſideration the depoſitions and examinations 


of ſeveral perſons, papers found in the cuſtody of 
thoſe who have been apprehended, and intelligence 


communicated to them by one of his Majeſty's Se- 
cretaries of State. 


After a diligent inveſtigation of all thoſe ſources of 
information, the concluſions they had formerly ſtated 
to the Houſe, and the facts and propoſitions con- 
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tained in the Report of the Secret Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons referred to them, appear to be 
incontrovertibly eſtabliſhed. The extent and danger 
of the extravagant and fatal deſigns entertained by a 
number of diſaffected perſons, and the rapid progreſs 
lately made in the meaſures taken to carry ſuch de- 
ſigns into execution, are illuſtrated and made manifeſt 
in as ſatisfactory a manner as circumſtantial evidence 
can admit. 


The firſt obje& to which the attention of your 
Committee hath been direQed, was the preparation 
of arms referred to in their Firit Report, of which 
they were then only authoriſed to ſay, that ſtrong 
indications had appeared. The evidence which they 


have ſince examined, as well as ſubſequent diſcoveries 
providentially made, have brought that important 


part of the caſe more fully to light. 


But in order to place that object in its juſt point 
of view, and to illuſtrate 'its connexion with other 
parts of the general conſpiracy for the deſtruction of 
the conſlicution, it has appeared to your Committee 
that it would be fit to ſtate, in the firſt place, the cir- 
cumſtances which preceded that preparation of arms, 
and thoſe under which it took place. 


From authentic and public documents it appears, 
that, ſubſequent to the impriſonment of the late 
French king, the abolition of monarchy, and the 
eſtabliſhment of a democratical and revolutionary 

overnment, in France, a direct and avowed corre- 
— — was carried on between the Convention in 
France and certain perſons in his Majeſty's dom1- 
nions, for the undiſguiſed purpoſe of an union of 
principles and conduct. MEE. e240 25 | 
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The addreſſes ſent to the French Convention in the 
month of November 1792, and the anſwers returned 
to them, are matters of public notoriety. The Com- 
mittee, referring to the ſtatement given of them b 
the Report of the Secret Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, have further to obſerve upon theſe ad- 
dreſſes, that it now appears that the idea was firſt 
conceived after the maſſacres at Paris, in the begin- 
ning of September 1792, was drawn into form after 
the invaſion of the Netherlands, and that it was not 
the ſudden act of a few individuals, or even of one 
particular Society, but was long under deliberation, 
communicated to other Societies in different parts 
of the kingdom aſſembled under various names, and 
the common pretext of parliamentary reform, adopted 
by many, and finally tranſmitted as a declaration 
of the ſentiments * a majority of the Engliſh 
nation. 


The Committee has beſtowed a particular atten- 
tion to inveſtigate the proceedings of that Society 
which aſſumed the name of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society; becauſe, from the character, habits, and 
condition, of thoſe who compoſe it, compared with 
the ſtyle and language, as well as the method and 
contrivance diſcovered in their proceedings, it is maſt 
probable that it muſt have been guided by perſons of - 
a ſuperior education, and more cultivated talents, 
than appear amongſt the members of this Society. 
For the dire& and avowed connexion which took 
place in the beginning of April laſt between this So- 
ciety and the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
and the plan of co-operation then eſtabliſhed between 
them, the Committee again refer to the Report of 
the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons now 
before the Houſe. | 
B The 
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The London Correſponding Society, in the firſt 
formation, which was about o 1792, appears 
to have been planned and directed by leading mem- 
bers of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
and in the courſe of its ſubfequent proceedings, the 
meaſures they purſued were in many inſtances pri- 
vately concerted with perſons of the ſame deſcrip- 
tion. The number of perſons firſt aſſembled did not 
exceed two hundred. In the courſe of a few months, 
their communications with ſimilar Societies in va- 
rious places became very frequent, and they began 
to aſſume a form and method of proceeding by ſub- 
diviſions and delegations, which gave to them an 
appearance of conſequence, and of increaſing num- 
bers. They were the oſtenſible promoters of the 
addreſs to the French Conveation, preſented in No- 
vember 1792, and the inſtruments to carry on the 
correſpondence upon it in the country ; from whence 
they have taken every occaſion to extend their com- 
munication with theſe other Societies, which they 

have induſtriouſly drawn to a cloſe, intimate, and 
dependant connexion. 


The war, commenced againſt his Majeſty by the 


e exerciſing the powers of government in 
rance, ſuppreſſed the open communication with 
the French Convention; but neither that circum- 
ſtance, nor the repeated declaration of Parliament, 
had any effect to reſtrain the avowal of thoſe doc- 
trines which had led that Convention to all thoſe ex- 
ceſſes which have proved ſo deſtructive in France to 
the principles of ſocial order, of religion, and of 
morality. | | 


In the courſe of the year 1793, a plan appears to 
have been conceived, and in ſome degree brought 
into 
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into a regular ſhape, for uniting the different meet- 
ings, formed by the artful diſſemination of ſeditious 
publications, inviting men to follow the example of 
France, into ſuch a body as might be brought to act 
to one given object, and be ſubje& to one general 
direction. | 


The moſt marked effect of this plan was the aſſem- 
bling of a body under the name of a Convention; 
which made its firſt public appearance at Edinburgh 
on the 29th of October 1793. | 


The deſign of this meeting had been known and 
concerted-for ſome time with Societies in England, 
particularly with the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, and the London Correſponding Society. 
Two delegates to this meeting were choſen, and ſent 
from Mo Tanda Correſponding Society; a regular 
allowance for their journey and expenſes, at a rate 
very conſiderable in reſpect to the apparent funds of 
that Society, was voted - their ſupport, and actually 
paid: Theſe delegates were Margarot and Gerald. 
They appeared, by the ſequel, to have been, in 
effect, not only delegates, but conductors of the 
affairs of the intended meeting; and deriving a con- 
ſiderable conſequence from the ſuppoſed repreſenta. 
tion of the Society which ſent them, and other So- 
cietics in England, from which they afterwards pro- 
duced commiſſions. Two delegates were alſo choſen 
from the Society for Conſtitutional Information— 


Sinclair, and a perſon known under the name of 
Yorke. 


4 


After ſitting four days in expectation of the Engliſh 
delegates, the meeting, which had conſiſted of about 
150 perſons from different paits of Scotland, ſepa- 

ha B 2 | rated, 


G 


rated, becauſe the Engliſh delegates had not arrived. 
In two days afterwards they came; a delegate from 
Sheffield alſo arrived; and Sinclair, one of the dele- 
gates from the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion: Mr. Hamilton Rowan and Mr. Simon Butler, 
ſtating themſelves to come on the part of a Society 
called the United Iriſhmen, but having no com- 
miſſion, made their appearance likewiſe, and were 
all introduced to a General Committee of the Con- 
vention, and received as delegates. 


A meeting of the Convention, which had ſeparated 
before the appearance of theſe perſons, was imme- 
diately ſummoned by Skirving the Secretary, and by 
public advertiſement. for the i th of November, on 
which day it was held, and conſiſted of about 160 
perſons, 


The firſt four days of their meeting were employed 
in ſetthng forms, and in an examination of the com- 
miſſions of the delegates ſuppoſed to be given by 
meetings of the inhabitanrs of the places from which 
they were dated, but which meetings were in very 
few places known to have exiſted, or to have been 
called for any ſuch purpoſe. All theſe commiſſions 
were of courſe allowed to be valid. On the 22d 
day of November, this meeting vored itſelf to be 
The Britiſh Convention, and aſſumed that ſtyle in 
their minutes and other proceedings, which were 
dated * in the firft year of the Britiſh Convention,” 
and in ſome inſtances, * in the firſt year of the Bri- 
« tiſh Convention One and Indivifible.” 


The meeting thus formed, proceeded to act in 
exact imitation of the French Convention, adopting 
all its forms, phraſes, and modes of proceeding, 
1 5 | forming 
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forming Committees of Organization, of Inſtruction, 
of Finance, of Secrecy, decreeing honours of the 
ſitting, honourable mention of ſervices, and what 
may merit more ſerious attention than the affectation 
of this ſtyle, attempting to in*itute Primary Societies, 
Provincial Aſſemblies, and Departments in the 
country, On the 28th of November, they came to 
a reſolution of declared oppolition and reſiſtance to 
the authority of Parliament, under a reſerve that it 


ſhould not be entered on the minutes till the cloſe 


of their ſittings. 


After this, the ſpirit and activity of the magiſtrates 
were exerted to diſperſe this Convention ; and on the 
5th of December 1793, the ringleaders were appre- 
hended, their papers ſeized, and ſome of them have 
fince been tried and convicted of the crimes laid to 
their charge. | 


Notwithſtanding the juſt and laudable exertions 
of the civil authority to ſuppreſs this enormous diſ- 
order, the miſchief intended has been in part effec- 
tuated, for there has exiſted a meeting formed on the 
model of the French Convention, aſſuming the name 
of the Britiſh Convention, which, from the 19th of 
November to the 5th of December 1793, has been ex- 
hibited in this kingdom, with an open publication of 
all its tranſactions, in a newſpaper conducted by one 
of its members, to ſerve as a pattern of the form and 
method in which a future Convention might proceed 
to act. | 


It alſo appears from the ſequel, that there ſtill re- 
mained a Committee of Secrecy and Emergency 
formed in that meeting, which has continued to 
conduct ſubſequent operations in Scotland. 
155 The 
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The Committee have thought it important to call 
the attention of the Houſe to this tranſaction, be- 
cauſe it appears, by the evidence produced to them, 
to have been concerted at leaſt, if not directed, by 
the diſaffected Societies in England, and to have a 
moſt intimate connexion with the ſequel of the con- 
ſpiracy carried on here. 


From the time of the meeting and diſperſion of the 
Convention at Edinburgh, the Societies in England 
began to act with increaſed vigour and activity. Their 
relolutions expreſſed a warm approbation of the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention at Edinburgh; ſtrong 
declarations were made in behalf of thoſe who had 
been brought to trial and convicted; ſubſcriptions 
entered into for their encouragement and ſupport ; 


and ſome projects appear to have been entertained 
for their reſcue, 


The London Correſponding Society had continued 
to extend its correſpondence, and alſo its infuence 
with the other Societies diſperſed in the country, and 
had, in the month of February laſt, adopted a reſo- 
lution to arrange the members into diviſions of 
thirty, compoſed of thoſe who lived neareſt to each 
other, that they might eaſily be aſſembled together 
upon any emergency. They had alſo procured about 
that time a plan of a conſtitution to be formed, 
which was printed and circulated amongſt the ſeveral 
diviſions, by ſome of which it had been approved, 
and at the time when the Secretary was appre- 
hended, was about to be referred to the General 
Meeting of Delegates for its final ſanction. By this 
plan, beſides the Section of Thirty, claſſed ſo as to 
be ready to come forth at the ſame time, there were 
to be ſecondary Sections of ten each, under the re- 

| | preſentation 
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preſentation and direction of a tythingman. There 


was alſo a General Committee of Correſpond- 
ence. 


This Committee, in fact, appears to have exiſted 
for a conſiderable time, to have conſiſted of a number 
not exceeding five, to have tranſacted and directed 
all the ſecret buſineſs of the Society, and they were 
authoriſed to communicate to the larger meetings 
only ſuch matters as they thought adviſable. 


It ſeems almoſt unneceſſary for the Committee to 
point out to the obſervation of the Houſe, that a 
Society (whatever be the condition of the indivi- 
duals who compoſe it) ſo organized, the phraſe they 
adopt in their printed plan, and ſo connected with 
other Societies 1n various parts of the iſland, is ca- 
pable of giving the immediate effect of an united 
operation to whatever meaſures may be propoſed by 
their leaders, eſpecially when the recent example of 
France affords ſo ſtriking an inſtance of the deſtruc- 
tive effect of ſuch a combination. The Committee 
muſt at the ſame time remark, that this conſtitution 
(as it is called) in the declaration of principles by 
which it is introduced, the teſts required of the 
members, and the general frame of the proviſions, 
evidently ſhow that the model on which it is formed 
is that which has led to the annihilation of all regular 
government in France, and to the deſpotiſm of a few 
demagogues through the power and influence of the 


clubs. 


Under this ſtate of things, and when all this ar- 
rangement had been previouſly formed, the project 
of procuring arms was brought forward. The pre- 
ciſe date when it took place cannot be aſcertained, 


for 
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for it appears to have been conducted in moſt places 
with pec. liar ſecrecy and caution. | 


So early as the time of the meeting at Edinburgh, 
the facility of procuring arms, particularly pikes, 
the uſe and efficacy of them as it had been proved in 
France, had been diſcuſſed at ſome of the divifion 
meetings; but no ſpecific meaſure to this effect had 
been taken till a much later period. | 


About the month of March 1794, Private meet- 
ings had been held twice a week, in various places 
of and adjoining to the metropolis, for the purpoſe 
of inſtructing men in the uſe of the firelock ; the 
places of ſuch meeting were changed to avoid detec- 
tion; and were choſen by a committee, They ex- 
erciſed chiefly by night; and no perſons were ad- 
mitted but by a printed ticket, with the inſcription, 
Liberty to thoſe who dare to be free.“ The num- 
ber of firelocks actually provided, as far as it has 
been diſcovered, may ſeem inconſiderable for the 
execution of any deſign, although, for the purpoſe 
of teaching the exerciſe, it had a moſt dangerous 
extent; but in reſpect of the circumſtances of the 
| perſons who purchaſed, or ſubſcribed for the pur- 
chaſe, the number is an object of ſome conſidera- 
tion; and it appears that the Artillery Houſe, and 
gunſmith ſhops in various parts of the metropolis, 
were looked to as furniſhing a ready reſource upon 
_ occaſion, and as the means of providing an abundant 


ſupply of arms to perſons already inſtructed in the 


The Committee has ſtated the number, ſo far as 
already diſcovered, to be inconſiderable; but they 
muſt add, that after they ſuppoſed their inquiry * 
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be cloſed, a recent diſcovery communicated to them 
has added largely to the number. 


The uſe of pikes formed a ſtill more conſiderable 
part of the intended armament. The effe& of this 
weapon had often been diſcuſſed at meetings, and a 
correſpondence had been entered into with perſons at 
Sheffield for providing a ſupply of them. The price 
for the iron-work was fixed ſo low as a ſhilling; and 
if the coſt exceeded that amount (which it appears it 
muſt have done), the overplus was to be paid by a 
perſon at Shefficld, who was to be reimburſed by 
the Society. In purſuance of this plan, letters, 
dated the 24th of April, were ſent from Sheffield to 
the Correſponding Society, and, under their cover, 
to another Society at Norwich, advertiſing them 
that the pikes were in a forward ſtate of preparation, 
and fixing the terms on which they were to be de- 
livered. | 


The Committee think it proper to ſubjoin a hand- 
bill, printed in April for the London Correſpondiag 
Society, and diſtributed at a meeting: 


Countrymen, you are told by thoſe who ate 
* in office that you are in danger of a French in- 
© vaſion; you are told by thoſe who are out of 
« office that you are in danger of a Heſſian or 
© Hanoverian invaſion: In either caſe arms will 
« be of uſe to you. Agree among yourſelves. 
4 Get arms, and learn the uſe of them.“ 


At Sheffield, the meaſure of arming with pikes, 
after the example of the French, was more openly 
purſued : It had been recommended in April laft, in 
public harangues, by @ perſon whoſe name often 
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occurs in the courſe of this conſpiracy, but who has 
not yet been apprehended, to great numbers of peo. 
ple, as well as by hand bills diſtributed, exciting 
them to arm. The pikes were made under the 
orders of that perſon, who particularly directed the 
form and fize of them. Several perſons were em- 
ployed in the manufacture, which was making a con- 
ſiderable progreſs, before the alarm given by the 
apprehenſion of the Secretaries of the two Societies 
in London. Beſides the pikes, another ſort of in- 
ſtrument was produced at Sheffield, the uſe of which 
was (as explained) to be thrown about in the night on 
the road, for laming the men and the horſes who 
might be employed to quell any commotions. 


In the progreſs of the examinations into this con- 
ſpiracy, an accidental diſcovery was made in Scot- 
land, which has more fully explained the extent of 
the danger, and the ample range of the whole 
deſign, 


From the nature of the proceedings carried on in 
Scotland, in conſequence of that diſcovery, it was 
impoſſible for the Committee to examine particularly 
into the evidence of it; they have therefore tranſ- 
mitted to the Houſe the information communicated 
to them on this head, in the form in which they have 
received it, and added it in an Appendix to the 


Report. All the obſervations they are authoriſed to 


make upon it is, that the evidence which they have 
examined clearly proves, 1ſt, A decided purpoſe of 
forming another Britiſh Convention in ſuch central 
. as ſhould be afterwards communicated. ad, 

eaſures concerted, and in part actually taken, for 


aſſembling that Convention, 3d, A preparation of 


arms to oppoſe and withſtand any attempt to wy 


- 
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ſuch a meeting. 4th, A continued connexion and 
correſpondence between thoſe Societies in England, 
by whoſe co-operation theſe meaſures were to be ex- 
ecuted, and the leading members of the former 
Britiſh Convention, which actually held its meetings 
at Edinburgh in November 1793. 


Upon the ſubject of the preparation of arms, the 
Committee have been forced to enter into more detail 
than was conſiſtent with the general plan of their 
Report in reſpe& to the other parts of the caſe, which 
was to ſtate the general reſult, and not the particular 
circumſtances. 


On the moſt deliberate conſideration of all the 
evidence before them, it appears to the Committee, 
that there are the moſt convincing proofs, not only 
of a plan formed in theory, to procure, by legal 
means, ſome partial change of the laws by which 
this kingdom has been happily governed, but of a 
formed conſpiracy to aſſemble, under the name of a 
Convention, a number of perſons aſſuming to be the 
repreſentatives of the nation, for the expreſs purpoſe 
of making their refolutions to be law, and of ſub- 
verting, by their authority, the whole frame of the 
Goverament, and the conſtitution of this realm, its 
— its Parliament, and its fundamental 

ws. | 


That, to effectuate the purpoſe of this conſpiracy, 
meaſures had been actually taken for an arrangement 
and diſtribution of the perſons ſeduced to engage in 
it, a concert and communication eſtabliſhed between 
different bodies of men in different parts of the 
country, to aſſemble at ſome certain time and place, 
by ſome ſecret a” and direction, conſultations 

2 held 


[ 20 J 
held of the acts to be done for the furtherance of this 
conſpiracy of the moſt traitorous import, and arms 
prepared and preparing for ſupporting, by force, 
the ſudden execution of theſe daring and deſperate 
deſigns, the ſucceſs of which, if they covld have 
ſucceeded, muſt have preduced the total ſubverſion 
of the conſtitution, with the deſtruction of his Ma- 
jeſty's perſon, family, and government, and the 
annihilation of our laws and liberties, and the mere 
attempt of which, though we may juſtly conclude, 
that by the loyalty of the kingdom it mult have been 
defeated, would have involved this country in all the 
horrors of inſurrection, from the calamities of which 
we have now, by the Divine Providence, been hap- 
pily exempted. | 


The Committee mult farther obſerye, that there is 
alſo as ſtrong a degree of evidence as the nature of 
the caſe will admit, that the aim of the leaders in 
this conſpiracy extended to as complete a revolution 
in this country, as that which has taken place in 
France ſince the month of Auguſt 1792. 


Their adoption of the principles and opinions of 
the French Convention; their inceſſant exertions to 
propagate the ſame doctrines here; their attachment 
to the intereſts of the French revolutionary govern- 
ment; their perſuaſion that there was an intimate 
connexion between the cauſe they meant to ſerve and 
the ſucceſs of the French, and even their hope of 
deriving aſſiſtance from the French arms; appear not 
by looſe talk, but by the deliberate and adviſed dif- 
courſes held at their meetings, by the written corre- 
ſpondence of ſome of the moſt active members, and 
by the communications between the different Socie- 
ties; emiſſaries alſo haye been ſent by them 9 
ny 
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his Majeſty's troops, and papers circulated in the 
vain hope of ſeducing them from their loyalty ; and 
projects of the moſt deſperate and flagitious nature, 
reſpecting the Members of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and even the ſafety of his Majeſty's moſt ſacred 
perſon and of his royal family, have not merely been 
| uttered, but entertained and diſcuſſed amongſt them. 


The oſtenſible object of the ſeveral meetings 
whoſe members were to be the followers in this con- 
ſpiracy, namely, parliamentary reform, is a pretext 
that could impoſe on none but the moſt credulous, 
ignorant, and unwary: The only reform they ever 
profe ſſed was, the eftabliſhment of univerſal ſuffrage, 
and annual repreſentation; theſe they had afſumed 
and declared to be theirs by inherent and unalienable 
right; a right not to be relinquiſhed but with their 
lives, and waich none but thieves and traitors could 
wiſh to withhold from them, 


The aſſembling a Convention was evidently not for 
conſulting upon the fitneſs of the meaſure, but to be 
itſelf the means of obtaining it; and they had previ- 
ouſly diſclaimed, in the moſt expreſs terms, the only 
legal means of obtaining any change of the exiſting 
laws by an application to the legiſlature, declaring 
that they muſt depend only on their own ſtrength 
and courage, for obtaining of what they termed their 
rights. 

The neceſſary reſult is, that the application of 
ſtreagth and courage muſt have been the object for 
which ſuch an aſſembly was to be called, it not being 
the purpoſe of thoſe who formed it to obtain laws 
from any other authority but their own; having not 
only in the private meetings, but public declara- 

tions, 
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tions, openly profeſſed that they were to ſeek redreſs 

from their own laws, and not from the laws of thoſe 

2 termed their plunderers, enemies, and oppreſ- 
rs. 


The accompliſhment of ſuch a purpoſe neceſſarily 
implies the overthrow of all ſubordination in the 
ſtate, the abolition of the eſtabliſhed form of Parlia- 
ment, together with the deſtruction of hereditary 
monarchy, and the ſubverſion of every ſafeguard 
which the wiſdom of ages has eſtabliſhed in this hap- 
Py country for the peace and welfare of ſociety, for 
the encouragement of induſtry, morality, and reli- 
gion, for the protection of innocence, and the puniſh. 
ment of vice, and for the ſecure enjoyment of pro- 
perty, of liberty, and of life itſelf. Under the cir- 
cumſtances of theſe deſigns, deliberatcly entertained, 
openly avowed, and on the very point of being at- 
tempted to be executed, your Committee feel that 
they have executed their duty in laying before your 
Lordſhips the important reſult of their inquiries; 
and that it becomes them to leave it to the wiſdom 
of your Lordſhips to conſider what ſteps it may be 
proper for this Houſe to take in order to manifelt its 
abhorrence of this wicked conſpiracy; its deſire that 
every proper meaſure may be exerted in order to 
ive energy and vigour to the execution of the laws 
E which the ſubjects of this realm are protected 
againſt theſe criminal purpoſes; and its readineſs to 
afford to his Majeſty every degree of aſſiſtance and 
fupport which is due from us as loyal and affectionate 
ſubjects, and as men deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
the value of the bleſſings which we enjoy. 


APPENDIX 


TO THE 


SECOND REPORT 


No. 1. 


Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dundas to 
the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, May 19th, 1994, 
incloſing Four Drafts of Pikes, or Spear Heads. 


My Lord, Whitehall, May 19th, 1794. 
Lea received this morning from the Sheriff Depute of the 


county of Edinburgh, authentic information of an accidental 
covery, made on the 15th and 16th ult.; the general report 
of which I feel it proper to ſtate to you, as it ſeems materially 
connected with the inquiry in which the Secret Committee of the 
Houſe of Lords is now engaged. | 
The creditors of a bankrupt having received information that 
rt of his goods had been embezzled, and were ſecreted in the 
ouſe of an individual, the uſual warrant was iſſued, authoriſing a 
ſearch to be made in the ſuſpected place; and, in carrying it into 
execution on the afternoon of the 15th, the officers diſcovered in 
a private place, where they appeared to have been concealed, 
twelve pike or ſpear heads of the conſtruction and dimenſions in 
in the incloſed draught. The proprietor of the houſe, who hap- 
pened to be f om home at the time, was ſoon thereafter taken into 
cuſtody ; and, on being carried before the proper magiſtrate for 
examination, refuſed to give any account of theſe weapons, to 
whom they belonged, or tor what purpoſes they were intended. 
On a more narrow ſearch, there was iſe diſcovered in a pri- 
vate and concealed part of the houſe, two other pike or f. 
heads, fimilar to the others ; two battle axes, of the form a di- 
menſions delineated in the incloſed paper; and a ſhaft or yd en 
a ICTEW 
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a ſcrew on the end, fitted for receiving either the ſpear head, or 
battle axe. 


Immediate inquiry 1 1 after the perſons with whom 


this individual had lately been ſeen in company, and two black - 
ſmiths being mentioned among them, their houſes and ſhops were 
immediately ſearched ; one of the two was alſo taken into cuſtody, 
the other eſcaped and abſconded. In the ſhop of the firſt of theſe 
men were found four pike or ſpear heads finiſhed, fitted with 
ſcrews and ſockets, and ready to be fixed on ſhafts; eight battle 
axes, alſo fitted and finiſhed z and twenty blades more not quite 
finiſhed, but nearly ſo. 

In the ſhop and dwelling-houſe of the other who bad abſconded, 
no ſuch weapons were found; but the apprentices, on being exa- 
mined before a magiſtrate, acknowledged that the pike or ſpear 
heads firit diſcovered had been privately manufactured in their 
maſter's ſhop during the courſe of this fortnight paſt, and carried 
privately to his houſe as ſoon as completed. 

The battle axes and blades appear alſo to have been manu- 
factured within this fortnight paſt ; and were intended, as the 
maker of them ſaid, for the purpoſe of arming the people ſhould 
an invaſion take —_ ; but it appears that to his apprentices, 
whom he had employed in aſſiſting him to make them, he pre- 
tended they were meant for a gate: An account obviouſly falſe, 
as he could not point out any gate for which theſe weapons were 
intended ; nor name any perſon who had ordered him to frame a 
gate of ſo particular a conſtruction. 

Theſe circumſtances have induced the magiſtrates to commit all 
the perſons concerned for examination ; and the reſult of the en- 
quiries which are at preſent carrying forward I expect will be re- 

ularly communicated to me. It is proper alſo to inform your 
Loo ip that all the perſons chiefly concerned appear to have been 
members of the Britiſh Convention, which met at Edinburgh laſt 
winter, and, ſince the diſperſion of it, have continued the moſt 
active and Rong patios in the Societies whoſe Delegates com- 
poſed the principal part of that meeting ; who appear at preſent 
taking meaſures for calling another Convention of the ſame na- 
ture, which they expected is to take place ſoon in England; and 
ſome of whom have acknowldged, that the propriety of the indi- 
viduals compoſing theſe Societies arming themſelves with ſpears 
and pikes has, within theſe few weeks paſt, been the ſubject of 
converſation amongſt them, and ſteps taken for carrying that pur- 
poſe into execution with caution and ſecrecy. 

The filence of one of the perſons, the inconfiſtent and contra- 
diQory account of the other, and the flight of the third, throw a 
very ſtrong ſuſpicion on the purpoſes and intentions of the parties 
eoncerned in this tranſaction. Sheriff is in the courſe of his 


duty 
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duty proceeding to inveſtigate the matter more accurately: But I 


conlider it neceſſary and proper to communicate, through your 
Lordſhip to the Committee, information ſo intimately connected 
with the obje& of its inquiries, however N that informa- 
tion ſtill is; 7 which I have no doubt will ſoon be completed. 
am, | 
My Lord, | 
4 Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient | 
The Moſt Noble = OOPO0OO£0c Ten 
the Marquis of Stafford. HENRY DUNDAS, 


No. 2. 


Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dundas to 
the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, May 23d, 1794, 
incloſing Copy of a printed Paper, dated Dundee, 12th 
April 1794 | 

My Lord, | ..._._- Whitchall, 23d May 1794- 

I HAVE received this morning farther accounts from the 
Sheriff Depute of Edinburgh of the tranſaction ſtated in my laſt. 
letter; and the reſult of the — ſince made by that mag 
trate, and which are ſtill going forward, appear to me of ſuch a 
nature as to deſerve the particular attention of the Secret Com- 


mittee. 

One of the individuals mentioned in my former letter has fince 1 
made a diſcloſure ; and a perſon ſince taken into cuſtody, and who 131 
appears to have been privy to the whole tranſaction, has confeſſed 14! 
that theſe weapons were the firſt of a very large number and quan- | 14 
tity actually ordered to be made, and intended to be privately diſ- 1 

ſed among the members of the various Societies throughout nf 
Scotland, ſtyling themſelves Friends of the People, and who ap- 
pear to be at preſent employed in taking meaſures for calling to- 
gether another Britiſh Convention of Delegates to be held in | Peel 
land. An order has been given from one town alone in Scotland / 
ö 


for a large quantity of weapons of the nature deſeribed; no leſs a 
number than four thouſand has been mentioned, and more are in- 
tended to be diſtributed in Edinburgh. Emiſſaries appear alſo to 
have been diſpatched within this fortnight or three weeks paſt to 
the manufacturing towns in the Welt of Scotland, for the purpoſe 
of ſounding the 1nclinations of ſuch of the inhabitants there who 
are known to be members of theſe Societies; and there is reaſon 
to believe, from information received from various different 

— D I quarters, 
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2 that theſe perſons have by no means been unſuc- 
ce B 
Paiſley is in particular alluded to as being in a ſtate of great 
7 and there has been poſitive information received 
through other channels, that within theſe three weeks, perſons of 
that deſcription have aſſembled themſelves to a very conſiderable 
number in the night-time for the purpoſe of practiſing the uſe of 
arms. The particulars of this information, and the extent to 
which theſe meetings have proceeded, are at preſent matter of in- 
quiry with the proper magiſtrates of the place, but the reſult has 
not yet been received. | 
The formation of this plan is now traced home to certain per- 
ſons, ſome of whom are in euſtody, who appear to be entruſted 
theſe Societies in Scotland with the moſt unlimited powers in di- 
recting their future proceedings, carrying on their correſpondence, 
and who act as a Committee of Secrecy, conſiſting of a certain 
number of perſons the principal and moſt active members of the 
Britiſh Ccvention. The chooſing of delegates to the expected 
Convention in England, the place of whoſe meeting is not yet di- 
vulged, and the raiſing of contributions among the various Sotie- 
ties throughout Scotland for 2 the charges of ſuch dele- 
gates, appear io be the material part of their preſent employment, 
and in which it would feem they have made ſome p 3 and 
it is the ſame Committee who have for theſe ſome weeks paſt 
been conſulting and taking meaſures for arming themſelves and 
the members of the various clubs with pikes battle-axces, and 
who have employed the perſons above-mentioned in manufattur- 
ing them. The ſcheme appears to have been firſt propoſed and 
agreed upon about a month ago; te hate been ſinoe carried on 
with the utmoſt ſecrecy and caution ;; and the ns, ſo far as 
has yet been diſcovered, manufactured by ſuch perſons, in ſuch 
{mall quantities, in ſuch circumſtances, and under ſuch nces, 
as not to render the pr del the work probably Latte to fo 
icion or detection; and it was brouglit to light by the acct 
ental and fingular incident which I mentioned in my 


I have the ſatisfaction of obſerving, that the es and 
officers of the law in Scotland have been and fill contmne active 
in the fearchies and- inquiries — ut the different ſuſpectet 
places within their reſpective jurifdiftions. In Perth and Dundee 
nothing has been Uiſcovered which can lead me to believe, that 
meaſures have been taken incitherof theſe plaves'formaking-arms, 
the manufacture of which ſeems to bave been confined to Edin- 


burgh, and intended tochave'been gradually difperſett from thence 
ro ſuch, places as required them. No ſuch weapons have been dif- 


corered at Paiſley or its neighbourhood, though'the intention of 


E 4 5 
zrming und holding regular nightly mectings are perfectly aſcer- 
tain | 


Information has alſo been communicated, of the authenticity of 
which there is ne room to doubt, that a conſpiracy has been 
formed, as ſoon as a proper number of theſe weapons were diſtri- 
buted among the Friends of the People in Edinburgh, to ſeize in 
the night the perſons of the principal magiſtrates and officers of 
the law, the-banks, the public offices, guards, and priſon, and after 
inning the ſoldiery from the caſtle, by kindling a fire in the mid- 
dle of the city, to intercept them on their return, by means of dif- 
ferent armed —— to be Hy ſtationed for that purpoſe. 

It ikewiſe from indiſputable facts, that the moſt ſecret 
and artful means have been and are ſtill uſing with the Fencible Re- 

iments in Scotland to excite them to diſobedience and mutiny. 
Slates peace which I hevevith trantalt; hes bren loan - 
ouſly circulated for that ſe. | 
I have the honour to be, 


| Pour Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
Marg h HENRY DUNDAS, 


Incloſed in Mr. Dunday's Letter to Lord Privy Seal, dated 
May 234, 1794- | 
iT is with the g nb wil four comtirpwda 
formed, That is your attachment and love to them, and 40 
2 country, that you and firmly reſolve not to 


it upon any terms contrary to e upon which you were 
Grit! Your countrymen love you; and their hearts 
would be as much wounded to part with you, as yours would be to 
be ſeparated from them. They well know that they are ſafe 
under the pruteſtion of their fathers, their ſons, their brathers in 
.arms; and they neither with nor defire any other defenders.— 


The great maſs af the people from amongſt whom you have in- 
liſted, have been repreſented to you as 1 — not 
the aſſertian; they have been taught to conſider you as foes; but 
they do nut fear finding friends among their bretbhren. 

- Suri uſe and yours is the ſame.---They are poor, but they 
have honeſt hearts ; hearts which ſympathiae in your cauſe : They 
book for the fame rr They 


* The words in Taler are in large letters in the printed cepy. 
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: rejoice t6 hear that you are becoming daily more convinced of the 
great truth that the lat ought to be the ſame to the Highlander 
and to Lowlander ; to the rich and to the poor; and that no man 


ean be compelled to take up arms, by any authority whatſoever, un- 
leſs his owon inclinations prompt him ſo to do. 1 


This truth has been hitherto carefully concealed from you, but 
it is not leſs certain. The will of your laird cannot, — your 
own conſent, ſeparate you from your families and friends, although 
many of you may have experienced the exertions of ſuch a power, 
however unjuſt, and however cohtrary to law. 

We reſpe& and admire the principle which induces you (though 
neceſſity has compelled you to take up arms) ſtill to perſiſt in re- 
maining to defend your friends at home ; and not to quit a coun- 
try which holds pledges ſo dear. | 

When you are gone, where is their defence? They may be ei- 
ther left <vithout protection, or may ſoon ſee their country over- run 
by foreign troops; ſuch as in time paſt have already ſhed the blood 
of your anceſtors without provocation, and without remorſe ; and 
| who would feel perhaps as little compunction in ſhedding 2heirs. 

Prepared for every deed of horror, theſe foreign mercenaries 
may violate the chaſtity of your wives, your ſiſters, and your daugh- 
ters, and, when deſire is ſatiated, cruelty may reſume its place in 
their hearts, as experience has too well and too fatally ſhown ; and 
friends, parents, children, brothers, may be involved in one com- 
mon ſlaughter. The cruel maſſacre of Glencoe cannot yet be for- 

otten :---Are there not amongſt you whoſe forefathers periſhed 
there ?..-Their hearts, throbbing with kindneſs and huſpitality, 
were pierced with the daggers of their treacherous * and 
the feaſt prepared by the hand of unſuſpecting friendſhip was 
cloſed with a ſcene of blood !---Such is the return for kindneſs 
and hoſpitality Such the protection which your families have to 
expect!!! | 

ow will they then look around in vain for your protecting 

care, when perhaps you are fighting at a diſtance in a foreign 
land ?---But they hope you will not forſake them.---Stay, oh ſtay, 
and defend your families and friends "_ that purpoſe alone you 
avere inliſted. They are ready to come forward for you in the viu- 
dication of your rights. AP 

Thouſands join in the ſame ſentiments with you, and ardently 
wiſh for your continuance amongſt them. The: circumſtances 
which might require you to quit your country hawe:not. yet taken 
place.—No invaſion has yet happened. —You cannot be compelled 
to go.—Leave not your country.—Afert your independence.— 
' Your- countrymen will Jook up to you as their protefers and guar- 
dians, and will in heir turn lift up their arms to protect and aſſiſt. 


1 " . R 
Dundee, April 12th, 1794. 


1 29 J 


No. 3. 
Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dundas te 
the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, 24th May 1794. 


My Lord, Whitehall, 24th May 1794. 


I HAVE received no further accounts of the reſult of the in- 
quiries going on in Edinburgh; but I am ſorry to ſtate that I 
have received information from the Sheriff of the county of Ren- 
frew, confirmed by letters received from other reſpectable perſons 
in Paiſley, that the magiſtrates of that place having, in the courſe 
of their inquiries, committed on the afternoon of the 19th a man 
to cuſtody for further examination, a conſiderable number of per- 
ſons (ſeveral hundreds) aſſembled in the evening, and after chooſing 
2 Preſident, whom they addreſſed by the title of Citizen Preſi- 
dent, voted a number of Reſolutions to the following purpoſe : 

That a National Convention ſhould be immediately called, ts 
which they would ſend delegates. | 

That they ſhould not petition Parliament, as it was to them- 
* alone, and to ſuch Convention, they could look for 
redreſs. 1 

They then proceeded to conſider the conduct of the ſheriff and 
magiſtrates in committing their brother citizen, as he was termed : 
And after much, diſcuſſion as to the propriety of immediately re- 
leaſing him by force, the majority ſeemed inclined to take mild 
meaſures frft, and to ſend a deputation to aſk his releaſe ; but. 

f he agiſtrates having received information of what was intended, 
And diſmiſſed the man from cuſtody, the mob diſperſed with three 
cheers, having been previouſly inſtructed by their Preſident to ab- 
= ſtain from further tumult, and to obſerve a peaceable and orderly 

conduct. 5 
The authority of the civil magiſtrate is in the mean time en- 
tirely ſuperſeded, and until a proper force is ſent to protect them 
in the future execution of their duty, which has been anxiouſly 
required by the ſheriff and magiſtrates, they dare not proceed in 
the common courſe of legal and judicial inquiry againit any of the 
perſons who are ſuſpected of being concerned in theſe —. — and. 
tumultuary proceedings: But it cannot eſcape the obſervation of 
the Committee, how accurately this intelligence correſponds with, 
and confirms. the information yeſterdav communicated, as to the 
Rate of the minds of theſe people in that neighbourhood, the alarm 
which their leaders feel as to the reſult of the legal inquiries at 


preſent depending, and the regular ſyſtematic connexion between 
5 — | : tl 


E 


them and the leaders at Edinburgh, as diſcorered from the yet 
unfiniſhed and haſty examinations taken in that city. 
I have the honour to be, 


My Lord, 
The Moſt Noble Your Lordſhip's moſt 6bedient 
The Marquis of Stafford. Humble E 
HENRY DUNDAS. 
— _ 
No. 4. 
Letter from the Richt Honourable Mr. Se Dundas to 
the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, 27th May 1794. 
My Lord, Whitehall, 257th 1794 


IHAVE this morning received farther information Scot- 
land, which appears to me proper to be communicated to the 


Committee. 

The perſons in whoſe cuſtody the weapons deſcribed 
were found, appear to have aGed for ſome tire paſt under the 
name of a Committee of Ways and Means appointed by the Britiſh 
Convention; and to have been empowered by the various Societies 
throughout Scotland to direct all their future proceedings, by 
means of emiſſaries privately difpatched to different parts of the 
country. The Committee has figniied to, and prepared a num- 
ber of the Societies for the approaching Convention in England; 
many of whom have choſen, and all, as rar as is yet known, agreed 
to chnſe — to attend it, and fubfcribe for their expences. 
The time and place of meeting was not divulged ; and were to be 
communicated from Edinburgh, in proper time, by individuals to 
be fent from thence for that purpoſe, whoſe arrival was daily 
looked for by ſeveral of the different Societies. One of the mem- 
bers of the late Convention at Edinburgh ap within this 
fortnight paſt, to have been difpetched, and to have actually per- 
formed an extenſive tour through the weſt part of Scotland; to 
have viſited, in his progreſs, the towns of Queensferry, Falkirk, 
Stirling, St. Ninian's, Kilſyth, Kirkintuloch, Camprie, Glaſgow, 
and Paiſley; in all of which places he appears to have met with the 
principal perſons concerned in thefe Societies; to have left with' 
them and the members of the Societies copies of a circular letter 
from the Committee of Edinburgh, and inſtructed them in what 
manner they were in future to carry on their correfpondence; and 
to have ſuggeſted to them the propriety of furniſhing themſelves 
with arms for the purpoſes of defence, under the pretence of · de- 
feuding themſelves againſt foreign troops. 4s | 


C. gn I 


An attempt has been made to diſtribute ſome of the 
lately diſcovered at Edinburgh, by means of perſons privately dif- 

hed to the country for purpoſe, and which ſeems only to 
— failed in its execution from the timidity of the perſons Eu. 
cited to do ſo. 

An individual of the ſame deſcription has been taken into cuſ- 
tody in the country, who ap to have commiſhoned, and ac- 

y received on TO ſome 8 — N : On 

bein {tioned e proper magiſtrate, ed givi 
any rther than that he commiſſioned them * — 
ey of his buſineſs. —But it does not appear that he ever dealt in 
ſa 
to 


articles before; no perſon appears to have commiſſioned him 

2 procure an ſuch, and hag ea 12 _ evidence of his 

ving ſolicited ot to purchaſe what themſelves were 
not taking of 2828 to provide. | 

He admits having correſponded with the London Correſpond- 
ing Society on the ſubject of a Convention, and that the Society, 
of which he is a leader, had agreed to ſend delegates to it as ſoon 
as the time and place of meeting ſhould be divulged. 

A requiſition has been made by the magiſtrates and principal 
inhabitants of Paiſley for a military force to protect them in the 
execution of their duty, and in ther p_ and p ies, which 
has been duly attended to. It is with much ſatisfaction I inform 
your Lordſhip, that the gentlemen of eſtate and character in the 
_ - _—_—_— * —— * forward, and deter- 

ined to ſupport the authority of the civil magiſtrate. 
7g the honour A be, 

My Lord, | 
Your Lordſbip's moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 
HENRY DUNDAS. 


No. 5. 


Letter from the ons Honenerdls Mr. Secretary Dundas to 
the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, 2d June 1794. 


— Lord, Whitehall, 2d June 1794. 
THE information I have received this morning from 2 in- 
burgh enables me to ſtate to the Committee, that tlie tranſactiont 
communicated in my former letters are farther cleared up by the 
inquiries which have ſince taken place in that city. | 
Some of the perſons who abſconded on the firſt dif, of the 
arms concealed 1n certain houſes have been diſcovered and appre- 


hended; and the reſult of theſe farther inquiries confirms, in al- 


Is 


moſt exery particular, the account received from other quarters, 
and the import of which I have already laid before the Committee. 
The eftabliſhment of a Secret Committee at Edinburgh, inveſted 
with full powers to direct the future operations of the Societies 
throughout Scotland; the regular correſpondence privately car- 
ried on by means of emiſſaries diſpatched to the different towns ; 
the aſcertaining the exact number of perſons in theſe Societies, 
who were directed to provide themſelves with arms, and to hold 
themſclves in readineſs for any meaſure which the Secret Com- 
mittee might in due time communicate, are confirmed by every 
account and information. which the magiſtrates have received: 
And an individual, who has been lately taken into cuſtody, has 
confirmed the account received from a different quarter of the 
dangerous deſign, planned by the Edinburgh Committee, of ef- 
fecting a general inſurrection as ſoon as they were ready and pre- 
pared for carrying it into execution, by the ſeizure of the prin- 
cipal magiſtrates and officers of the law at midnight, and poſſeſſ- 
ing themſelves of the prifons and public offices, as ſtated to your 
Lordſhip in my letter of the 23d May, and then communicated 
through a different channel from that through which the preſent 
confirmation o ſe circumſtances has been received. The plan 
ſeems not only to have been diſcuſſed and deliberated on by the 
ringleaders at Edinburgh, but to have proceeded a certain d 

in its fleps towards aGual execution, which appear to have been 
conducted with the utmoſt caution; and there is reaſon to believe, 
that the execution of the plan was not to be confined to Edin- 
burgh, but was meant to take place in ſome of the moſt confider- 
able towns in Scotland on a certain day, and at one and the ſame 
time. The proper and uſual ſteps have been taken for bringing 
the offenders. to trial; and thoſe againſt whom the information 
chiefly-points, are detained in cuſtody, 

| I have the honour to be, 
s My Lord, 
Your Lordihip's moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 


HENRY DUNDAS. 


EXD OF THE SECOND REPORT. 
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